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QUEENSLAND CHILD PROTECTION
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY

Statement of Witness

Name of Witness Robert James O’Hanley

Date of Birth 5/6/1949

Address and contact details Known to Detective Sergeant Colless
Occupation Teacher

Officer taking statement Detective Sergeant Fabian Colless
Date taken 24 September 2012

I Robert James O’Hanley state;

1.

My full and correct name is Robert O’Hanley and I am 63years of age having been
born on the 5/6/1949 I am currently employed as a teacher with a public school in

Queensland and have been since 1988.

On the 24 September 2012, | was approached by Detective Sergeant Fabian Colless of
the Office of the Child Protection Commission of Inquiry and provided the details

contained within this statement,

[ am a former employee of the John Oxley Youth Centre (JOYC) and the Department
of Family Services, having started working at the Sir Leslic Wilson Youth Centre
around 1985 and then finishing up my employment at the John Oxley around mid

1988. During that time I was employed as a teacher.

As a teacher employed by the Department of Family Services, I used to teach children

who were incarcerated at both the Sir Leslie Wilson Youth Centre and the John Oxley

Youth Centre (JOYC). I a
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I recall at JOYC that there were about 3 teachers who used to teach about 25 kids at
JOYC but we would only teach about 6 kids at any one time. There was a School at

the centre and a classroom where we would teach the kids.

I remember while T was employed at JOYC, the manager at that time was Peter Coyne
and the teachers were Karen Mersiades and Gordon Cooper. 1 remember that we
worked in conjunction with the youth workers. 1 remember that a female worker used
to teach art, who I recall as Sarah Moynihan. I remember that a worker used to teach
automotive but I can’t recall his name. I remember that there used to be some
psychologists at the centre but I cannot recall their names. Our aim was to have kids

involved at the school for the full day.

I was not aware of any problems at JOYC. The issue that I recall was the jealousy that
youth workers had of teachers due to our employment conditions such as leave but no

animosity. | remember that we were very insular from the youth workers.

I remember at that time I was a member of the Queensland Teachers Union. At that
time [ was not employed by the Department of Education but with the Department of
Family Services however we still got the benefits of 12 weeks of annual leave just as
other teachers did. I remember that this caused some jealousy with the other workers

at JOYC as they were only getting four weeks.

The only letter that I can recall giving while employed at JOYC was in relation to an
incident at an excursion. This involved a young aboriginal girl, who I cannot recall
her name, who claimed that she was abused whilst on the excursion. [ remember that
a number of kids were taken out of the centre, with three teachers and a psychologist
and what happened was that whatever had gone on at the excursion, we were unaware
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brought them back to the centre. When we got back [ lcarnt that the young girl had
ciaimed that she had been abused and then we sat down and wrote a letter of what had

occurred on the excursion. | remember that we were not aware of what had happened

until we got to the car-park, when the kids just took off.
11, recall that after the excursion Peter Coyiie told us to write a report about what

happened. 1 then wrote this letter and provided it to Peter Coyne. When 1 wrote the

would have been pretty fresh in my memory., After this we went back to our

teaching roles and played no further part in that matter. 1t is probably that the girl

would have attended the school but I never had conversations with the girl.

12, On the 24 September 2012, T was shiown a photocopy of a typed document dated 25
May 1988 bearing my signature. | cannot recall signing this typed letter however it
appears to be the same contents of a handwritten document prepared by me on the
same datc about the incident mentioned above in paragraph 9 of this statement. |1
remember writing a letter but I cannot recall how this typed statcincnt was preparcd or
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Declaration

This written statement by me dated /.'-b( I q ] I and contained in the pages numbered
1

1 to fj is true and correct to the best oﬁlny knowledge and belief.
f(ﬂé/aé/é’/l/ ¢ Signature _ ﬁ
Signed at h ./\‘5(5- (L:i this L r day of Sf’g) 'tpf" \)" 20 4IA

Witnessed:

/ Signature

Name (; (O (t’\\ Rank ’){L“’( 53-‘(’ Reg. No. "UJ’Z‘!'\

Signature 0f Wiiness: Sivnaiure of Officer:



