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Jeff Hanitzky
Psychologist ]
John 0xley Youth Centre-

' P, Coyne
Manager
John Oxley Youth Centre

Re: Educational Outing 24 5.88

On 24.5.88 I left John Oxley Youth Ceif _%i__w LB lSam for a day outing at
the Lower Portals via Rathdowney. llf'traqgellzd- to the Lower Portals car
park with Gordon Cooper (teacher), Bob Oﬂ?”én ey (teacher), R,
R, ond G B (residents), in
the Centres mini-bus. WNe were followe% aren Hersxades {teacber}
1'!
B

Sa:ah Hoynxhan {youth worker), Annet!?t' and

{ residents}, S
When we reached the Lower Portals card) ﬁ‘approxxmately 10am we
alighted from the bus, joined the ot‘:l}fa?@%wﬁ"ﬁéjg d began the walk to the
Lower Portals, On the way down the Fgr Dy hadiame spread ou:t "because the
children were excited and travell ingsg : ‘I attempted

l
At the river crossing we took anoth reached the Lower
Portals at approximately 12.10pm, :
that the other group,

Bob O'Hanley, Gordon Cooper, aAnnette Harding,

ENES CRENSERR and ¢
exploring the area. Annette had apﬁa%_ tlys_:fa.l.len in the river and had

removed her jeans., She had a Jumper wrapped around her waist, I am
unsure how that occurred. 7’

1

had gone to join th
pools about!lQ metres away.

ihen I completed lunch I not.lced that tﬁq,ﬁ dren were out of sight.
I decided to go arnd ascertain their whek_xeabouts I headed off in the
direction of where I last noticed the chll‘d’.ren; playing., A period of ~
about 10 minutes had elapsed. I had® aEgoodt}ook around and foraged
through nearby bushes before J:eturn.mg to express my concerns to the
rest of the group about not being ab’l ko locate the children before
heading off to search for them. i b

Gordon Cooper and myself scaled a nét&_{h :

children. -When I got to the top.of [ER 'é"'mu all the children were
standing in a group., I do not think", they heard me coming, Annette
Harding and {EERCENERCEEER were stand”;n ‘“"fn embrac.mg I engquired as
to what the group was doing. Annetfe« rangp 5% to me and the rest of
the group began to point out a fur hard Esitd that they claimed to have
scaled, Annette did not appear unset._- i ‘_‘If?then admonished the
children for disappearing and mustered 1" them back down to the main
party, The total time elapsed from ;ET}" Eﬁﬁl sat down to have lunch

and the time that I located the childy 'n‘}f ‘F“Eﬁe top of the hill was
about 15 - 20 minutes. ({This includ

searc)ung time).
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y had lunch and were off
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My suspicions were aroused about possible sexual contact between the
children while they were missing when I saw them on top OF . the
mountain. My brief investigation there failed to prove this’
bypothesis,

KWhile we were walkmg back to the car park, T kept close surve;liance
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Towards the end of t.he track

paused to allow Sarah, Karen and Annette and @, to catch up.
puring this pause the 4 boys were talk.mg ahout sexual activity with
Annette. Whilst this talk was s.xmu.énrtﬁg{g;tbe:talk that these boys
would engage in, in their normal converg fﬁoﬁ,’ combined with the fact
that they had spent some time m.:.ss.mpg, n;;r su?p;c;ons were further
raised, Again I talked briefly with the{b‘Ey‘-about what happened while
they were missing but they wouldn't answer my - guest.lons.

e o

car park. The boys, (Gl VR e
toilet. I weni to dJ..scuss ny susp.tq.lons

bob 0*Hanley then went t:o the to;lebs
to the group saying that they were g

I ran over in the company of Xaren Her51ades ‘and we began to call to
the boys to return, Although we could hear the children in the bush,
we were unable ko pinpoint their exact location, I decided against
pursuing them, as it was late in thdrdayqa d=€1‘ fea.red that they could
become lost in the scrub for the nlgﬁlﬁ'

p.revent that then pursup them., After yeﬁ.mg;general mstruct.zans to
the boys to make sure they ware not P15

bush and get lost I returned to t.he{q iyl :

0!Hanley and Gordon Cooper to drive YA the _nearest police stat.wn with ¢
the remaining 3 children and alert the.m i

.mg for the boys.

i—
At approximately 4 JOpm a pollice off,zcer a::.wed with the 4 boys in the

back of his car, Sarah, Karen, the 4 bqys«*m i m and
m and myself drove back to John., 1 Teys ,'6uth Cenére.

We arrived at John Oxley Youth Centre at approx.unate.ly 6, 45pm. on
arrival the boys were very aggressive -and non, -complient. I phoned
Peter Coyne, Hanager at home about thes ol and he came to the Centre
arriving about 7.15pm,

‘A meeting was held immediately between ) 'ex:. Coyne, Sarah Moynihan,

Karen Mersiades and myself at which was r.i.zscussed the events of the day
and my concerns and suspicions. A d: ‘s.r.on was made that the
suspicions of sexual activity would il

possible on the 25.5.88.

I then went home at approximately 9 3
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Jeff Manitzky (Psychologist)



