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Dear Ms McGregor

Your advice is sought regarding certain public records vhich I am advised fall
within the meaning of the Libraries and Archives Act 1988.

In‘ early November 1989, Mr N.J. a retired Stipendiary MHagistrate was
étigaged by the: Department of Fam; lYn s tozinvestigate and report on certain
matters relating to the John Oxley Youth Centre.

During the course of the investigation, questions were raised concerning the
possibility of 1egal action against Mr Heiner and informants to the investigation
because of the pﬁkepi‘dlly defamatoryfnatﬁg“’ f . the material gathered. Because
of the limited value of its continuation, ith epartment of Family Services has

‘decided to ‘terminateithe: ‘investigation.”

ial was handed 1o the Department, of Family Services by Mr
for safe—keep1ng pending a sub-

he Crown;; the - Crown Solicitor has
A 3 legd; laim: possession of the docu-
ments and other mater1a1 gathered by Mr Heiner course..of his Inquiry. The
material is therefore considered to be "§ ﬂhliﬁa records™ Within ‘the meaning of -
eotl {2} .of the Libraries and Archives Act 1988.
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I am also advised that the material could not be fairly described as "Cabinet
docunients" unless they vere created for the purpose of submission to Cabinet.
This appears not to be the case and any. claim:by:the Crovn for "Crown Privilege"
would, therefore, Hhaye: little chance of -success in order to maintain the
confidentiality of the material.

Ehe%cigve@nment is of the vi&¥ that the material} vhich I understand i
recof&fﬁté}' computer discs and hand-written notes, is;@ bidoniye

pertinent to the public rggg:Qi]

ludes tape
fjiired or

The question of the‘é; truction of the material therefore falls within the
responsibility of the “State’A hivist under Section 55 of the Libraries and
Archives Act 1988 and yoldivFentSadii® is sought as to the appropriate action

to be taken in this regard.

Any further information concerning the material may be obtained from Ken
Littleboy, Acting Principal Cabinet Officer, telephone 224-4858.

Yours faithfully

S.PTTAIT
A/Secretary to Cabinet




