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M A Pettighew
pinectorn-General
Deparntment of Family Serviced

Dear M Pettighew

My name {8 Karen Beth Mensiades. T have worked gor this Department (or a poriod
of five years, T am cwrently. the Teacher-in-Charge and Program Co-Ordinaton at

John Oxfey Youth Centre.

I am weiting because all of the professdonal stafd I have spoken Lo who have
contributed fo the Inquiry are unhappy with the process ab witnessed by them
during their interview. : -

Vou visited this Centre on Monday, 20 Ndvember 1959 to explain fo us the rofe of
the Inquiny and the noles of the Magistnate, the Family Senvices representative
and the Secnetany. AL that meeling, you may semember 1 asked you to efarify the
noke of Barbara FLynn, the Family Sewdices representative. Vou asswied the
meeting that Barbara Flynn did not share o dual nofe with the Magistrate, but
that Barbara was with the Magistrate Lo clanify to the Magistrate any
Departmental proceduwres on stnucture with which he was unfamifiwre.

11 is my belief and concern that Buribara has stepped well outsdide the iole as
descnibed by you, 14 seems That she has assumed a duak rode with the Magisthate.
One of the teachers whom 1 superwise, David Fauworth, cfaims Barbara asked many
Leading questions of him with the presumplion (rom her being that the management -
of John Oxley Yowth Centre had hovassed and undeamined Youth Workens and thein
wonk., He also feels that the Magistrate ashed Leading questions, fustifying the
behaviows of the Youth Workers and why they might have cause §or complaint.

David Farvworth was asked many Limes why he had asked fo be part of the inquiny,

as he had no specific complaints or infornmation on the complaints. When he ashed
about the complaints, the Magistnaie refused 2o provide ingomation.
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The Magistnate stated a rumber of Limes that the {nquiny was not about the
management, but about the Centrne, and yet he seemed unwilling to Listen Lo the
positive comments David wished to make about the direction the management has

faken duiing the past year.

T was asked several times Lf 1 had problems with the management here and on one
vecasion was asked fo give an opinion of Petern Coyne's attitude and behavioun
towands his staff. Never once was I ashed about the work peafoumance on
attitudes of the staff members making complaints, whoeven they may be.

The inquiny has placed a seal shadow overn the Centre under which a number of
staff feel uncomfontable. Now that the inquiry has been sel up, we are veuy
concerned that 4t deal fainfy with all aspects of the Cenirne. Wle have very real
problems with a changed and changing client population with inadequate staff and
funding, and with poor design geatures of the buillding.

Many ane distressed that we are now wifnessing an Inguiny which accepts Zhe
complaints of a minwilty but which does not accept on acknowledge the dedicated
and sincere work effont of the management of Lthis Centre,

Youns faithfully

A prsiinatin

K MERSIADES

Teachen-in-Charge/Progham Co-Ondinaton
John Oxtey Youth Centre



