outi.me report on the excursion from John Oxley Youth Centre -
to bthe 'Lower Pcrtals' area of Yt Barney Natiopal Park

The party - Group L In Lite-Ace Mini-Bus:

Gorden Cooper }
Robert O'Hanley ) Starf
_ Jeffrey Hanitzky }

]
1

Students

- Group 2 in Faicon .Sta

Karen Hersiades ) Staff
Saral Hoynihan )}

Ah

tte Matding )
e ) Students
-

travell.mg in kandem, with no stag D we reached t}:e car park for
the Lower Portals area at about 1070 %% e

After walkmg for a shorl while lt: was obv.wus that there were
differences in the speeds we were ga.ingr to’ walk at and a group of four
h were sgparated, The faster walke{& !
the 3% kilometre track for the ot!iiz\;%&-é
i J
The second half of thq walk went g
ahead, I was wiih this group,

a

e arrived at the Lower Portals al; ggautgg;— v15am, The backpacks
containing the lunches were left agit e chosen for lunch and we -

Robert O'Hanley, Hyself, mw, i and Anvette -

beggan to explore the creek area., n':

. gﬁ"-
After about 10 mmutc tBob* {Robert D'Banley} and the 5 students
crassed the creek on rocks. Lo exp],g 'é{"‘ggff_her'{;t is only pessible to
go about 100 matres further along .th &5 wjt I stayed by the backpacks
o wait for ths slower group. ; : .

1 .
Bob and the students came into v.1ew at abogt 11.45am, I went to the
_creek bank opposite them, AnnetteL; __?;'.‘,l."rg,obeéll qm‘:o a rock in the creek
about 4 metres From mevand threw bexzx",; ﬁx.é’and shoes for me to catch.
I3 " These were wet. Annette informed)| ime that she had fallen in the water.

- She was wearing a long .'T' shirt ang}p At des.

A

The slower group arrived at this ﬁme and informed us that they had
taken & wrong turning. e

It was decided to have lunch straxgbﬂg& "?Fsome of the studenis ate

guite ‘quickly and all except back to the creek area with

Bob, sat with Jeff and SaJ',’:a}f‘ at f.u:st:, and then he came to
where Karen and I were sitting by the cz;eek ‘some 10 metres away. He
had the video camera and slowly wg‘rke%f .:mfway across the cxeek

From our position I saw some of, tﬁﬁgegﬁ on the near s.zd‘e of the
creek, climbing on some large rock3ggtile @m:e about 40 - 50 mekres
away from us and opposite the area Bob hadjtaken them. They went from
my view on the far side of the rog ﬁ;ﬁiﬂﬁ{gﬁelt they had pone back to

the creek where Aoh had taken thenr.nf‘ﬁs‘ﬁﬁ& %
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Soma 10 - 15 minutes later Jeff Manitzky told us that they could not be
seen and I went with him up a steep hillside., The six students (all
except R werg near the top, Jeff had arrived a few mefres ahead
of me and I saw the group coming towards us slowly,

We all went back to the lunch area wt:ere we rested - some went for a
swim — until we left for the return journey.

On the way back four of the boys tried to get: a lang way ahead so Jafr
caught them up and ‘had them slow down. I then decided that I would
take the lead and try to slow Che ,.P Gandow ;

I was part:.la.l.ly successful but I didn (s*.kna%w at this stage that Annette
. was troubled by a blister., We stopped’-éf: soreek crossing for the
party to re-group and treat Annetke! slgoo B then we stayed fairly
closely together for the resk of the 2] _1‘“ 4, e arcived at’ the car park
at about 2.30pm. =l ,mﬁfi.v

As we appreached the car park a:aayiébw%uﬁﬁ%
boys who had tried to walk very fast; iiEr X :
and GEER - all said they had to the toilet,

can' € remember who -~ ftold them to hur L5
the tailet is a small wooden struck "-s.ki,@"f‘ 50 metres maximum from the
car park area. I saw them waitin "'1‘ i to take turns, then I

began.checking that the backpacks were all stowed in the vehlcle.

: Someone ~ I
that we wouldn’t ba late back,

-

T .
.

Bob ca.l.led over to the, boys, who were not in sight, to hurry, Then he -

also went to that area, I stayed fw.f‘ ',*‘three students who were left,
g and Annette were in the station sedan and w, lgnoring -my
reguest to stay by the vehicle, also, t;-over to ' the tollet area,
One of the other staff brought hind baa 1\‘: the car park. I think this
berson was Sarah but I cannot be stzre.

¥

)-..

Jeff suggested that Myself, Hob and P and Annette go to

We returned to the car park and told, Karen, and— Sarah that a poJ.J.ceman
was on his way from Rathdowney (Jeff' we were told, had gane in search
of the boys), . s Maal i A

KWe left in the Station Sedan gt 3. .'JOpm.*and ar.n:.wed back at John Oxley

Youth Centre at 5,05pm.to be- 1nfomad that the Lour boys were safe and
on their way homa. . jﬂ'w
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G.: Cooper (Teacher]




